JOINT COMMITTEE OF 

CHRISTCHURCH RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Committee Meeting Minutes

Stanpit Village Hall 8th March 2005 at 7.30 pm

Present: Chairman, Patricia Whiffen, Paul Ranking (Christchurch Citizens), John White (Christchurch Citizens), Julie Petrie (FROGS), Ellen Annettes (FROGS), Peter Martin (Highcliffe), Debbie Stephens (Stanpit), Roger Hamilton (West Christchurch) and Jim Biggin (Secretary)

89. Apologies: Mike Parker (Stanpit)

90. Minutes: The Minutes of the committee meeting of 11th January 2005 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

91. Delegate’s Reports: Town Centre Forum Steering Committee: CBC are seeking views on the appointment of a full time salaried Town Centre Manager, partly funded by Council Tax, partly by local traders. It was resolved that we did not possess sufficient information to make comment.

92. Delegates’ Reports: Christchurch Community Partnership: see note appended

93. Delegate’s Reports: Community Safety Action Group: see note appended

94. Delegates Reports: Bournemouth International Airport: nothing to report. 

95. SW Region Spatial Strategy: the Secretary reported that CBC had chosen Option Two of the South East Dorset sub-plan. This Option envisages both brown field site infill and some encroachment into fringe greenbelt. The danger in this Option is that brown field site development will remain as intense as that envisaged under Option One (it being virtually impossible to control it under present legislation) and green belt encroachment will be as large as that envisaged under Option Three (give developers a centimetre and they will take a meter). It was resolved that the Secretary should write to CBC and express our disappointment.

96. Christchurch Citizens Report: a petition containing 2,700 names had been organised calling for urgent action at the Barrack Road-Stour Road junction following a recent fatality. This junction is the worst accident black spot in Dorset.

97. Friars Cliff Report: Councillor Duckworth spoke at the AGM and reported that the Monday market in the High Street has become very successful following the banning of buses on that day.

98. FROGS Report: the wheel park (a facility for young people) had run into trouble when the surface covering started to lift and break. It will take at least until July to sort this out. CBC are thinking of putting in a new polling station on the Mudeford side of Somerford Road, thus pandering to the myth that the Somerford Estate is an intrinsically dangerous place to visit.

99. Highcliffe Report: they continue to experience major problems with the development of what is seen as inappropriate housing. They continue to try to fight this despite a lack of active support from local MP Christopher Chope. The Cliff Top Café development is ongoing. 

100. Stanpit Report: a meeting to consider objections to the dumping of dredging waste onto the path around Stanpit Marsh was deferred. CBC has proposed extending the number of days on which cars are allowed to park on the grassy areas around Mudeford Quay. It was resolved that the Secretary would write to Councillor John Lofts registering our disapproval.

101. West Christchurch Report: the meeting with the Forestry Commission to try to resolve the trees on St Catherine’s Hill issue has taken place and draft minutes are awaited. English Nature struck the most intransigent attitudes. The new CBC five-year plan for the management of SSSI in Christchurch will be published soon for public consultation. CBC is trying to save money by changing the leasing arrangements associated with Portfield Hall. 

102. CBC Peer Challenge Review: It was resolved that Ellen Annettes (FROGS) would represent us

The meeting closed at 8.40pm

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 10th May at 7.30pm in Stanpit Village Hall (upper committee room).

